
 

Diocese of Venice Policy  
on Prohibition of Phones and Wearable Devices in Schools 

 

Purpose: Educators are feeling the drastic e2ects of non-school issued, electronic devices. They 
have become an ever-present distraction to learning, and a drain on teacher motivation, leading to 
lower retention and reduced school safety. 

After an analysis of school ‘Cell Phone Policies’ within the Diocese of Venice in Florida, it has been 
identified that schools have wide-ranging policies that are di2icult to enforce at the diocesan level.  

The purpose of this analysis is to create one consistent and enforceable policy implemented at all 
schools within the diocese. This will allow the Department of Education to maintain a focused, 
respectful, and productive learning environment in all schools by ensuring that students are not 
distracted by mobile phones, wearable devices, or other electronic gadgets during school hours. 

Scope: This policy applies to all students within the Diocese of Venice who bring mobile phones or 
wearable devices (including, but not limited to, smartwatches, fitness trackers, and any other 
technology capable of communication or internet access) onto school premises, whether they are 
in classrooms, hallways, cafeterias, or other areas. 

Policy Details: 

1. General Rule: Students who bring mobile phones or wearable devices must store these 
devices in a diocesan approved lockable storage pouch. Bags will be locked at the 
beginning of each school day and students will keep the bag in their possession, whether in 
a backpack or locker. At the end of the school day, students will pass the bag across the 
unlocking mechanism to gain access to their phone or other wearable devices. 

2. Definitions: 

o Mobile Phones: Any device capable of making phone calls, sending messages, or 
accessing the internet, including smartphones. 

o Wearable Devices: Includes smartwatches, fitness trackers, or any other device 
worn on the body that connects to the internet or communicates with other devices. 

3. Exceptions: 

o In the case of special permission granted by school administration (e.g., for medical 
reasons or specific school activities), students must provide the device to the 
principal’s o2ice at the start of the day and follow guidelines for its use. 



o Students involved in extracurricular activities or after-school programs may use 
their devices only once they are o2 school grounds and away from the school 
premises. 

4. Consequences for Violations: 

o First OCense: The phone or wearable device will be confiscated, and a 
parent/guardian will be required to pick it up from the school o2ice. A meeting with 
the student, parents, and school administration will be scheduled to discuss the 
situation. 

o Second OCense: The student will be subject to a more serious disciplinary action, 
such as detention or suspension. Further violations may lead to an extended ban on 
bringing devices to school. 

5. Exemptions: 

o Medical Necessity: Students who require a phone or wearable device for health-
related reasons (e.g., for monitoring medical conditions) may submit a request for 
an exemption, along with appropriate documentation, to the principal. These 
devices will be subject to strict regulations and must remain o2 and secured unless 
needed for medical purposes. 

o Pre-approved School Activities: Phones and wearable devices may be permitted 
for use during specific educational activities with prior approval from the teacher 
and school administration. 

6. Student Responsibility: 

o It is the responsibility of students to ensure that their devices are stored securely in 
school issued lockable storage pouch upon entry into school. The school will not be 
held responsible for lost, damaged, or stolen devices. 

o If the school issued storage pouch is lost or misplaced, it is the responsibility of the 
student to obtain an additional bag from the school o2ice. If the storage pouch is 
permanently damaged or lost, the student will be responsible for the cost of its 
replacement. 

o Students should be aware that the use of any mobile device to record, take photos, 
or video without proper consent is strictly prohibited and may result in further 
disciplinary actions. 

7. Enforcement: Teachers, sta2, and administrators will monitor adherence to this policy. 
Random checks may be conducted to ensure compliance. Students who need to contact 
parents during the school day are encouraged to use the school o2ice phone or designated 
communication methods. 

Conclusion: The goal of this policy is to create an environment where both students and faculty 
can focus on education, interact with their peers, and engage in school activities without 
distractions caused by personal devices. We appreciate the cooperation of parents and students in 
ensuring a positive and productive school experience for all. 

ECective Date: August 4, 2025 


